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Fund News

Dear Friends and Members of Mill Reef,
What a difference your generous giving makes! Our trustees get to see this firsthand as we visit direly
needed programs in Antigua---programs that would go drastically underfunded or even close their doors
entirely without the Fund's assistance. As illustrated in this newsletter, ABSAR is a prime example of
Fund dollars bringing emergency aid and saving lives.
Our Fund grants are also successful in forging new partnerships in hopes of promoting transformational
change. Mill Reef Fund's partnership with Perkins International in Boston and the Ministry of Education
in Antigua is making a difference in the lives of children with multiple disabilities. How remarkable that
Antiguan Ambassador W. Aubrey Webson, himself a recipient of a Mill Reef donor's assistance in his
childhood, was instrumental in forming this collaboration which now includes the plan for vision to be
restored for multiple children in Antigua.
On Mill Reef Fund Night in March, Ambassador Webson gave us in his moving testimony a rare
opportunity to witness, full circle, how one donor's giving touches lives and subsequently affects an
entire nation.
Thank you for continuing to care and giving generously,
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New Search and Rescue Vehicle for ABSAR

The Fund is delighted to announce that your donations
have enabled the Antigua and Barbuda Search and
Rescue (ABSAR) to purchase a new ambulance.
ABSAR is an officially recognized, voluntary
organization that provides marine and aerial search
and rescue, fire and emergency medical response. It
operates 24/7 and 365 days a year. Headquartered in
Falmouth Harbor, ABSAR also runs a walk-in medical
clinic.

“The Mill Reef Fund continues
to be, by far, our biggest
sponsor. . . you have become a
critical part of keeping our
doors open.”

Along with the new ambulance, the Fund has donated
a tremendous amount of necessary equipment, such
as fire and foul weather gear, radio equipment, GPS
navigation units, defibrillators, full body splints and a
thermal imaging unit. The Fund is ABSAR’s biggest
sponsor, and thus has become critical to ensuring that
its life saving services remain available to Antigua and
Barbuda citizens and visitors.

Mill Reef Trustees: Fuller Cowles, Ann Dalby, Lucy Dayton, Suzanne Huebsch, Jim Lewis, Musette
Morgan, Barrie Pickering, Wendy Shattuck-Plimpton, Sloan Simmons
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Antiguan Ambassador to the United Nations, Dr. W. Aubrey Webson

The Trustees of the Fund hosted a special evening in March
featuring Dr. W. Aubrey Webson, Antiguan Ambassador to the
UN and former Mill Reef Scholar. Ambassador Webson was
blind by the age of four and had no possibilities for education
until an anonymous Club member offered to pay for all his
schooling in Trinidad and then at the University of West Indies.
This Mill Reef member was only known to the Ambassador and
his family as “Captain Good.”
Miss Amber Webson, Amb. Webson and
MRC President Ralph Isham

“I look forward to
continuing to provide
support to the Fund in
any way I can . . . and I
hope that there will be
lots of opportunities for
our collaboration”
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Dr. Webson shared his story of growing up in Antigua and
inspired us with his account of how he broke through many
seemingly insurmountable barriers. As Ambassador to the UN,
Dr. Webson continues his longtime human rights advocacy and
remains dedicated to improving the lives of children with
impairments around the globe.
Mill Reef members and guests were genuinely moved by his
remarks, which was reflected in a lively Q&A that continued
through dinner with MRC members and guests.

Collaboration with Perkins School for the Blind International
Prior to his appointment as Ambassador to the UN, Dr. Webson
served as Director of Perkins School for the Blind International,
whose mission is to pioneer innovations and programs for the blind
and for those with multiple disabilities. It was a chance encounter
with Trustee Wendy Shattuck in 2012 when the seeds of the Fund’s
partnership with Perkins were sown. Working with Antigua’s Ministry
of Education, the Fund supports Perkins’ on-island training to
identify children with visual impairments and multiple disabilities, as
well as to educate teachers and eventually families how to
implement educational strategies for students with special needs.
The collaboration is a multi-year effort to provide a foundation for
implementation in as many Antiguan schools as possible.

Amber Webson, in a home visit, with a
visually impaired, special needs student

An added boost to these efforts came this March when the Fund received a lovely donation
given in memory of Sir Harro Bodmer. Fund Trustees also matched this grant in Harro’s
memory so that corrective eye surgery and/or glasses will be provided for multiple school
children in need in Antigua.
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The Mill Reef Fund is honored to be your connection to those in
need in Antigua. Many thanks for your thoughtful giving.
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Please visit our website www.millreeffund.org
to give online or mail your check to our new bank address:
Mill Reef Fund, JP Morgan Chase Bank, Dept. 781682
PO Box 78000, Detroit, MI 48278-1682, USA.
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